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Over one hundred Scouts took part in a night activity hike aound Saltford in November.

Among the challenges they had to face on their pre-arrangadute were a first aid incident, a
physical fitness challenge and tent pitching by torchlight.

The event was organised by Graham Bush, Saltford’s scout leader. tAloyudther adults helped
marshal the route and eighteen members of Argus Explorer Unit (foudegighteen years old)
gave up their Friday evening to organise and run the bases under the gut#msie assistant
leader Mike Summerill. All the youngsters went back to SaltfSodut HQ at about 2 am on
Saturday morning where they slept until breakfast-time. Grahash Bommented: “This is the first
time Saltford have organised an event like this across thectisife were delighted that so many

Continued on page 2



Continued from page 1

took part in the challenge with every group in the District reptege the competition was won by
the Badger patrol from®1Saltford. Every Patrol that took part did extremely well cosrsidy the
conditions on the night, and | think that everyone had a good time, incltlign¢gaders and
Explorers.”

Left: The first aid
base at Swineford

Saltford Scout, 8
after offering to
test the specific

gravity of the mud &
for his patrol at

Swineford #E &

(Photos:
Stuart Whale)

The annual ' Midsomer Norton Scout
Group Christmas postal service handled
massive 9,066 cards this year.

The Scouts have offered the postal servic
the community for over twenty years, al
this year additional rounds have been ad
to include the villages of Paulton a
Chilcompton, and the areas of Charlt

Haydon and Kilmersdon.
. ) ) ) Scouts Matthew, Jordan and Oliver post their Clnness cards
When it came to franking, sorting, re-sorti~~

and checking the cards, it really was a cas
‘all hands on deck’, with a large number
volunteers of all ages helping with t ¢
mammoth task. Scouts, their families
supporters will be delivering them in pler
of time for the Big Day.

Catherine Josham, one of the leaders, :
“The Group would like to thank sincerely t
local businesses for their generosity in sel &
the stamps to enable us to offer this servic :

the local community. Without their help \ Photo: Catherine Josham

would not be able to run the service and r ige&t Midsomer Norton Beavers are working
funds for the Group. *1 Midsomer Nortor towards their Animal Friend activity badge and
Scout Group wishes everybody a very me iyere visited recently by Group Scout Leader,

Christmas and a happy, peaceful Walph Jefferis, and his chocolate labrador called
prosperous new year.” Truffle.

Photo: Catherine Josham
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This has been a particularly busy Scouting year personally for me, but as | sﬂetdhmsnt 3
Christmas message, the decorations are up and there is snow outside to put nniglm t%
’& mood to pen a few words.
Y
Y

| have been fortunate enough to attend two lovely Scout carol concerts recently wheWere
was a lovely family atmosphere and sitting in the candle lit church, as the congregaﬂ%
’& sang Silent Night, with Scouting colleagues was really something very special.td lsays,
it was very interesting to watch Roger and Hazel Lewis holding their candles over Jof|
1& Mander, so that he could read the organ music!

L
In every Scouting year there are ups and downs and this year has seen quite a mlxtu?&but
Wansdyke continues to offer flexible and 'fun' Scouting to those in our care. You WI||§V
1& really appreciate how many young lives you will affect in some tiny way throughiéhe #
that you hold in Scouting but | would like to thank you on behalf of those young peop
1& the time you give to them.

1& May | say a very big 'Thank You' to you all and wish you and your families a very Me
Christmas and a Happy and Peaceful New Year.

God Bless

W
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Catherine JoshamBSL 1st Midsomer Norton Wood Badge 191715 July 2010
lan Carter District Explorer Scout Commissioner Wood Badge 191716 July 2010
Adam Tucker ASL High Littleton Wood Badge 192678 October 2010

5 YEARS:

John Hunt High Littleton; Susanna Hutchingslst SaltfordRalph Jefferis 1st Midsomer Norton;
Fran Lucas 1st KeynshamAdrian Miles 1st Midsomer Nortonjon Stell 1st Midsomer Norton;
Steve ThompsonJan Walker High Littleton; Andrew Wynd 1st Peasedown St John.

10 YEARS:
Philip Sherborne; Martin Warren 1st Keynsham.

20 YEARS:
Terry Dove 1st KeynshamKeith Rudyard District; Tony Stringer District;
Darren Wyatt Saxon Explorers.

25 YEARS:
Keith Rudyard District.

40 YEARS:
Graham Dix 2nd Paulton & 1st Midsomer Norto




ORIGINAL VERSION

Rudolph the red-nosed reinde,
Had a very shiny noseg

And if you ever saw him

You would even say it glows,.

All of the other reindeel

Used to laugh and call him name

They never let poor Rudolph join in an
reindeer games

Then one foggy Christmas EMeHowever, on the twenty-fourth of December in an

Santa came to say

Rudolph, with your nose so brigh

Won't you guide my sleigh tonight

Then all the reindeer loved him.

And they shouted out with glee

Rudolph the red-nosed reinde,

You'll go down in history!

POLITICALLY CORRECT VERSION

eiRudolph the four-hooved ungulate

, Who, incidentally, possessed a nasal appendage of
maroon lustre,

Consequently, if circumstances were to present
themselves that he ever came into your view,

You would most undoubtedly remark as to its luminary
gualities.

The multitude of other members of the population in
ecological community,

sHad previously teased, chuckled boisterously, and
dubbed him unspeakable pseudonyms—the objectiv
which was to lower his self-esteem and make him
miserable.

yThey also excluded him from participation in leisure
activities consistent with their species.

his

e of

.unspecified year a mythological, supernatural being
inherent to western culture (who symbolizes the
Christmas attitude and allegedly brings gifts to
children) arrived through the super-saturated, humid

t,He formally invited Rudolph, due to his extraordinary
nasal characteristic,

? To stand at the forefront of his snow vehicle with the
express purpose that he navigate through the noctur
mist.

At that point, the multitude of other members of the
population in his ecological community who had pre-
viously teased, chuckled boisterously, and dubbed hjm
un-speak-able pseudonyms, reversed their disposition
toward Rudolph to a more congenial, amicable
relationship.

: They consequently exclaimed with great exaltation and
fervour:

eiRudolph, the antlered mammal with a maroon nasal
appendage,
You shall most certainly be recorded in the annals of
time, and your memory will be preserved for posterit

air.

nal

If athletes get athlete's foo

What's the difference between a one-winged angel an

issile toe?
d a two-winged angel?

t, do astronauts get m

It's a matter of a pinion!

Father Christmas lost his umbrella but he did
How does Father Christmas climb up a

If I'm standing at the North Pole, facing the South

what's on my

Diner: Waiter! Waiter! My Christmas pudding is off.
Who delivers presents to baby sharks at Christmas?

n't ge t wet! Why not? Because it wasn't raining!
chimney? He us  es a ladder in the stocking!
Pole, and the East is on my left hand,
right hand? Fingers!

Waiter: Off? Where to?

Santa Jaws.



Cub Scouts from Clutton, Radstock
and High Littleton and Beaver Scouts
from Midsomer Norton visited

Weymouth for their autumn outing

recently. They travelled by coach to
get there through very beautiful

countryside which had been freshly
covered in snow. At Weymouth, which
was snow free but bitterly cold, the
youngsters visited Brewers Quay
Discovery where they enjoyed the
sixty interactive exhibits and spent

Henry and Aron assist a short-sighted reindeehim Wonderland their pocket money _On some of the
at Brewers Quay (Photo: Janet Tumer) puzzles and gadgets in the shop there.

They also visited Sharkys where the children could let affies steam in the play zone, which is
structured over four levels featuring a variety of slides and balspoargo nets and bridges, biff
bash and rope swings. Not forgetting the huge four-storey curly afidethe nail-biting vertical
drop locally nicknamed “the death slide”, a real challenge.

On the return journey they saw Father Christmas in a convoy goioggthtown to turn on the
Christmas lights. DC Janet Turner said, “We always try to osgaaifun outing before Christmas
for Cubs and Beavers, and this has been one of the most enjoyablde dbepifreezing
temperatures.”

Cub Scouts from f' Radstock
pack have undertaken one of a
series of projects which will
eventually lead to them gaining
the Global Challenge badge.

They collected and brought down to

their meeting a number of items__ T — N _—
destined for re-cycling, but beforgs ZMES © | g gy - B

they were put out for the council g . Al TV - \@‘ ~
remove, four huge robots wer 0y N AT ; EIEER. BT
constructed. Colette Trivett, one € — g :

Radstock’'s cub leaders said: “Thee ‘ :
project goes to show the youngsters’
creative talents given the minimum
of raw materials and draws attention Radstock Cubs with Robots
to the large amount of packagi™
which we all throw away.” One

A policeman stopped me the other night, he taps on the window of
the car and says: 'Would you please blow into this bag, Sir'. |

said: 'What for, Officer?' He says: 'My chips aret 00 hot' .
said: “I enjoyed helping to make t
robots and learning about how
can all help to make a cleaner worl

| bought a greyhound about a month ago. A friend of mine said to
me, 'What are you going to do with it?" | said 'I'm going to race it'.
¥l He said 'By the look of it, | think you'll beat it'




Mulled pies and minced wine after the Clutton C&elvice

The first family carol concert organised by 2% Clutton
Scout Group took place at St Barnabas Church, Temple
Cloud, on Wednesday 8th December. Compéred by th
District Commissioner, Janet Turner, it included jokes
told by Beavers, a comic song ‘The Twelve Days @
Camping’ sung by the Cubs, comic skits performed by
Scouts and leaders, and Christmas carols sung by all.

Ten year-old Harry became the first Clutton Cub to earn|

Chief Scout’s Silver Award, which was presented by ‘Ake
Mike Clark.

After the concert, everyone enjoyed mulled wine and mi
pies. A raffle in aid of the Scout Group’s camping equipm

fund was held during the evening and raised £155. Weg:

Sims, one of group’s fund-raisers said that the scouts hav

opportunity to attend the Avon County Scout Jamboree 1

spring, and are trying to raise £5,000 to purchase the
tents and equipment necessary to make this possible.

HAVE A COMPOSED CHRISTMAS!
(with apologies to all classical music lovers)

Make out your Chopin Liszt early before Debussy sea  son,
when you have time to check out Verdi good bargains and
can still get gifts Fauré good price, not have to H  andel large
crowds and have time to give Bach things you decide you
don't want.

* N Qo
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A new Scout Group based in Chew Valley is expected to opearly next year in response {
demand from local young people. A ‘taster’ session took placen a Saturday morning in
November at Chew Stoke Methodist Church to enable parentsd prospective members fing
out what will be on offer. Over eighty people turned up.

A couple of weeks later an interest meeting for parents rdsuit@ew leaders and supporters
volunteering. District Commissioner Janet Turner said: “Therebkas a growing need to bring
the fun and adventure of Scouting back into Chew Valley, and we have baeraterin having
found some of the leaders and committee we need to make this possible.”

The District has been greatly assisted by Jean Marshidle &outh West Development Service of
The Scout Association, who arrived at both meetings in her ‘Fa@iMini Cooper into which
were crammed display boards, pop-up posters, loads of activitynegpiipcomputer, projector
and screen.

Bear Grylls, the Chief Scout said: “I want every young persoh waats to be involved in
Scouting to be able to join in. But in order to make this happen we ;meeadult volunteers to
keep growing the Movement and delivering the high level of exciting activities.”

Watch this space for more news about Scouting in Chew Valley.

$

Cub scouts from *1L Radstock Scout Group spent

an afternoon at Bristol Airport recently. They

were taken into the former control tower, which is

still kept in full operation for emergency use, and

also had a talk from two members of the Avon

and Somerset Police armed response unit who

help to keep the airport safe. Jason, an eight year-

old Cub, volunteered to put on the police body

armour and said afterwards: “It was so heavy, |

could hardly move. | felt like an elephant!” Many Jason in body armour ‘I felt like an elephant!’
of the cubs completed their Air Activities badge,

part of which involves identifying parts of an aircraft and

# | recognising their livery.
- 8
47 Jim Pratt, District Scout Leader from Keynsham who works as a
ground engineer at the airport, arranged the visit, and explained tc

| 59 the cubs that every day at Bristol there are about fifty caciaie
$ % plane movements, and the youngsters had a superb view of som
& 1 7 of them through the windows of the former departure lounge.
( ; They saw everything from re-fuelling, to loading passengers and
* % their luggage, taxiing, take offs and landings.

< 8
- = > Thomas takes

? charge of

: Bristol

@ 78 Airport
| % control
) tower—
$:.7 without
& 5 incident
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Experienced Mum will care for your child. Fenced
yard, meals, and smacks included.

Man wanted to work in dynamite factory. Must be
willing to travel.

Semi-annual after-Christmas Sale

3 year old teacher needed for pre-school. Expe-
rience preferred.

Mixing bowl set designed to please a cook with
round bottom for efficient beating.

Dinner Special -- Turkey £2.35; Chicken or Beef
£2.25; Children £2.00

For sale: antique desk suitable for lady with thick
legs and large drawers.

We do not tear your clothing with machinery. We
do it carefully by hand.

For sale. Three canaries of undermined sex.

Have several very old dresses from grandmother
in beautiful condition.

Auto Repair Service. Free pick-up and delivery.
Try us once, you'll never go anywhere again.

llliterate? Write today for free help.

Dog for sale: eats anything and is fond of
children.

Now is your chance to have your ears pierced and
get an extra pair to take home, too.

Great Dames for sale.
Tired of cleaning yourself. Let me do it.

Vacation Special: have your home exterminated.
Get rid of aunts. Zap does the job in 24 hours.

Toaster: A gift that every member of the family
appreciates. Automatically burns toast.

For Rent: 6-room hated apartment.
Man and Van. Honest - Will take anything.

Used Cars: Why go elsewhere to be cheated.
Come here first.

Christmas tag-sale. Handmade gifts for the hard-
to-find person.

Wanted. Man to take care of cow that does not
smoke or drink.

Our bikinis are exciting. They are simply the tops.

Wanted. Widower with school age children
requires person to assume general housekeeping
duties. Must be capable of contributing to growth

of family.

And now, the Superstore-unequalled in size,
unmatched in variety, unrivalled inconvenience.

We will oil your sewing machine and adjust
tension in your home for £1.00.
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