A party of forty-four Explorer Scouts, male and female, aged 140 18 and their leaders
from Keynsham have returned after completing a two-week workproject in one of Africa’s
most deprived areas. The young people choose to give up thesual summer camp in order
to take part in a programme of work in Malawi. Members of the team each paid for their

own travel costs, and additionally raised over £25,000 in sponsorghto fund the project
work they undertook.

KESU member Laura Carter was one of the young people who took patofneented: “The
two weeks we spent in Malawi was hard work. We know thateveiade a difference to the lives



of the people who live in Pen Sulo,
not just now, but for generations to
come. How many other people
could say that of their holidays?”

The Explorer Scouts trawvelled to
Pen Sulo in the south of Malawi

where they renovated classrooms
and built a kitchen in a primary

school, built a guardian shelter
adjacent to a children’s clinic, re-

roofed the houses of three elderly
people, taught English, and

organised sports events for the local
children.

They took with them large
guantities of pens, pencils, sports
equipment, clothes, soft toys,
games, and books which were
delivered in person to three schools.

The school kitchen under construction

The completed school kitchen

Explorer Scout Beth Creech added: “The whole trip fambetter than | could have imagined. I'll never
forget the thanks we received from the people of Rdm 8r all our hard work. Working with the
children and seeing what a difference our effortsmalke to their lives was a feeling that will livathw

me for ever.”

lan Carter, the expedition leader, and leader of #gngham Explorer Scout Unit, said: “The trip to

Malawi was a great success and we have done sompthtigal to help others in need, which is what
all Scouts promise to do. Some of the work was Vegjlanging for the youngsters, but it has been a life-
changing experience for us all. We hope to maintaddevelop our links with young people of Pen Sulo

in the future.”



The trip was supported by “Inspire Worldwide”, who spisaain tailor-made group volunteer pro-
jects to communities in rural Africa and across tbéefor schools, youth groups, teachers and corpo-
rate groups. Mr Dennis Thumba, the headmaster of domdary school in Pen Sulo, wrote in a letter
of thanks to the Explorer Scouts: “We appreciate your cément to our community. By coming to
work personally here, we have learnt a lot from yoougr your hard working and team spirit, love,
kindness, charity, humbleness, and concern for oth@lgdeproblems. You are so amazing. How we
wish you could stay.”

Right: The completed
guardian-shelter

Below: Joe, Rachel
and Francis building
a retaining wall
while the local
children look on in
amazement

Neil Salter, County Commissioner for
Avon Scouts, commented: “Fun, Chal-
lenge and Adventure is the lifeblood of the
Scouting movement, and is key to every-
thing that we do. The Explorer Scouts
from Keynsham have taken this to heart,
and clearly enjoyed the challenge of work-
ing hard to help so many other people
5,000 miles away from home.”

Below: While Isaac prepares to pass straw
to the roofers, the team supervisor, Carts
livens things up by taking away their ladder!

This is just the start of a long-term
project. Over the coming months
Keynsham Explorer Scout Unit will
be working with their Malawi friends
to set up a new Scout Group in Pen
Sulo. They will build on their new
friendships seeking to determine
ways that they can support the group
and community in the future. This
really will be a story of youth across
the world working together to
improve lives for the future.

Editor's Note: Congratulations to KESUon

completion of a magnificent project.
Wansdyke Way readers: look out for a

atticle in the December/January edition o
Scoutingmagazine.
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"My wife and | used to help run an annual
VDistrict Cub Camp. This was designed mainly
Lfor Packs whose Leaders were still in training
for their Cub Camp Certificate. We camped
once on a farm in Selborne, Hampshire, a
lovely spot. When we had pitched our own
[ tent, we noticed a strange phenomenon. One of
our kit bags was rocking gently from side to
side. We picked it up - nothing visible
underneath or inside - put it back down again
 Whereupon it started rocking again. We called
over another Scouter whose only explanation
- was: ‘the wind can play funny tricks’. There
was no wind!

It was only later when we retired to bed that

we realised that we had pitched our tent on top
; of a mole run, and that moles don’t have the

same sleep patterns as humans! My advice to
anyone suffering the same problem: do as we
did and re-pitch your tent in a different corner

of the field!

“I think I'll go vegetarian!”
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1st Radstock Troop camp
fishing day:
Chairman Roger Lewis,
proudly displaying his
little tiddler!

Saxon Explorer Alison presents
a Smallholder badge to chef
Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall,
one of 15 celebrities chosen to
receive honorary badges on
Scouting’s 102nd birthday
(1st August)

Saltford Paulton Family campers learn how to

Scouts
during
their
Training
camp on
Brownsea
Island

Clutton Beavers
and Cubs enjoy a
family hike

convert a mess tent into a car
port!
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Our camp was quite incredible in every way this yeia /
The place, the food, the team — even the weather mby clear.

The stars at night, the midges that bite, the camfire songs and more,
The friends to meet, the smelly feet, the boys whemuffle and snore.

Tina had made some day-glo neckerchiefs, with Oscan the back

So that we could be seen at night, and Akela coulehd his pack!
“...the
smelly We had a quiz in our new party tent, the scores fosome were Zero’s

feet...” Our new Chief Scout — Bear Grylls by name — is onef our real-life Heroes.

We went exploring in the woods most days — thoughk&la told us not to —
Isn’t it normal for cubs to do what they’re not supposed to do?

We had a little tick-bite, seemed nothing would geit out!
But some golden tweezers and a twist-about!

Fiona and Sue taking notes about how to do camp fdo “+:how
1 , to do
Think Tony’s a real cool dude! camp

We had some sticks to play with (though told to puthem down) %"

Then two boys who played and got told off replied vth a frown.

We had some sticky grease-paint to take part in thassault course
Trouble was it wouldn’t come off, ‘til Sue used som brute force!

Our tents weren't tidy, stuff was everywhere “That’s no good!” Akela said,
when he’d come to check. Then he shouted “get bagkand make your bed!”

We had some incredible games and amazing things tio.
Some incredible full size cartoons drawn by ‘incredble Lou’.

“...Sue used some

brute force.» 1he games were pull and a push, mangle dangle andsh.

The food was bacon and beans, spag bog, beef andsina

The water-fight was incredible. When the balloons wre prodded and poked,
The stocks built by Explorers really got Bobby soa&d.

Darren, Owen, Matt and Simon, Lindsey, Emily, Tim and Hartz:
What would we do with them? They’ve got incrediblehearts.

They help with the planning, dishing food up, havig fun, ' '
Building fires, rounding boys up, getting burnt in the mid-day sun! < '

Then all too soon, camp was over at Cubs Own on Sday morning. _ .
‘Thanks to everyone’, no moans nor any warning. -~-incredible hearts.

Our two Akelas and Darren as ghost-busters came intview.

".two Mr Incredibles —Litle 0\, \vare part of Janet's little play, Roger-Superman was there too!

gnd_ Large
Insize..”  Then — more to come — two Mr Incredibles — Little ad Large in size,
With bright red suits, running well despite the thunder thighs!

The tents were down, the camp was over, the rucksks; packed and ready.
Lee’s birthday cake was sliced and eaten, the heataking us un-steady.

Each car that went took home some kit as well as s@ of the toys;
Not forgetting, the bags, the rubbish and of course the incredible boys
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Photos: Stuart Whale

Wansdyke Scouts enjoyed perfect weather for their annuaivie-a-side football competition
for Beavers, Cubs and Scouts, held at Broadlands Playing Fis in Keynsham on July
4th. Throughout the day, twenty-one teams comprising one hundred and ten youregguesapl
between six and fourteen took part. Thirty-eight matches weye@ind seventy goals scored.

In the Beaver Scout contest, Keynsham won the ‘Bonsai Bill' trofite/runners up were from
High Littleton, and visiting Beavers from 8®ath received the Fair Play award. In the ‘Marjorie
Trainer Cup’ contest for Cubs, Keynsham Chiltern pack were winkigh, Littleton were run-
ners up, and Saltford Tigers were the Fair Play recipié@gnsham won again in the ‘Turner
Prize’ Scout competition, runners up were Radstock, and the lagiaRard to the second Keyn-
sham team. Congratulations and thanks to Phillipa Cozens, who orgdueisaent.

Left: Beaver teams with their leaders
and supporters

Below: The winning Cub team from
Keynsham



District Cub Camp at Chelwood

Sam, from 1st Keynsham Quantock Pack, presents
a cheque for £174 to Stroke Awareness after a
sponsored circuit challenge

Three
new members
join 2nd Clutton
Beaver Colony




faces as the visiting DC drove into the
camping field.

The smiles were about to disappear from the Scc

uts’

So | was in my car, and | was driving
along, and my boss rang up, and he
said, “Youve been promoted!” And |

swerved. And then he rang up a
second time and said, “You've been
promoted again” And | swerved
again. He rang up a third time and
said: “You're the managing director!”

Then | drove into a tree. And a
policeman came up and said: “What
happened to you?” And | said: ‘I

Above: Entry for 1st Radstock Handicraft Compe-

tition. A prize-winning poster designed (unaided careered off the road.”

by Cub Scout Josh, using an Apple Mac.
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12 September Sixers & Seconders Day:

or ‘Looney Tunes’ at Cleeve Hill

| % September District Executive Committee at Saltford
¢ September Appointments Committee at Paulton
Of3 October  District Social event for Leaders and
You Supporters

lrﬁl October  Appointments Committee at Keynsham
17 October  County Cub Outing: Bristol Zoo

28 November District Cub Handicraft at Radstock

in 9 December Appointments Committee at Saltford

010

0 January  Appointments Committee at Keynsham
0leL0 March Appointments Committee at Midsomer
for Norton

upsl April Appointments Committee at Saltford
uBs8 June Appointments Committee at Midsomer
hme Norton

You know, somebody actually
complimented me on my driving today.
They left a little note on the windscreen,
it said ‘Parking Fine’. So that was nice.

| went to the doctor’s the other day and |
said: “Have you got anything for wind?”
So he gave me a kite.

| was in the attic the other day with the

wife. Damp and dusty......... but she’s
great with the kids!
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A man takes his Rottweiler to the vet. “My dog’s
cross-eyed, is there anything you can do for
him? “Well,” says the vet, “let's have a look at
him”. So he picks the dog up and examines his
eyes, then checks his teeth. Finally, he says:
“I'm going to have to put him down. “What?
Because he’s cross-eyed?” “No, because he’s
really heavy”

My son is under a doctor's care and should not
take P.E. today. Please execute him.

Please excuse Lisa for being absent. She was
sick and | had her shot.

Beavers about to prove that
flying is actually _not the
safest form of transport!

Dear School: Please excuse John being absent
on Jan. 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, and also 33.

Please excuse Roland from P.E. for a few
days. Yesterday he fell out of a tree and
misplaced his hip.

John has been absent because he had two teeth
taken out of his face.

Please excuse Ray from school. He has very
loose vowels.

Irving was absent yesterday because he
missed his bust.

Please excuse Jimmy for being. It was his
father's fault.

b

To remove air from a flask, fill it with water, tip tt
water out, and put the cork in quick before the air
get back in.

A magnet is something you find crawling all ove
dead cat.

The cuckoo bird does not lay his own eggs.

Parallel lines never meet, unless you bend one or
of them.

Algebraic symbols are used when you do not k
what you are talking about.

The pistol of a flower is its only protection agai
insects.

A triangle which has an angle of 135 degrees is ¢
an obscene triangle.

It is a well-known fact that a deceased body harm
mind.

To remove dust from the eye, pull the eye down
the nose.

For asphyxiation: apply artificial respiration until t
patient is dead.

Magnets have north and south poles, horseshoe
nets have east and west poles.

When you smell an odourless gas, it is probably

| kept Billie home because she had to go
Christmas shopping and | don't know what
size she wears.

'© please excuse Jennifer for missing school
Caesterday. We forgot to pick up the Sunday

paper off the porch, and when we found it on
" aMonday, we thought it was Sunday.

Sally won't be in school a week from Friday.
We have to attend her funeral.

Mary-Ann was absent December 11-16,
bdtkcause she had a fever, sore throat, headache
and upset stomach. Her sister was also sick,
fever and sore throat, her brother had a low
10Wrade fever and ached all over. | wasn't the

best either, sore throat and fever. There must
nsto€ something going around, her father even
got hot last night.

Please excuse Jimmy for not being in school
alleﬂssterday. His father is gone and | could not
get him ready because | was in bed with the

s tHipctor.
M M

over

bon monoxide.
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