S R H%& '&) # (# #
1% % (& " & (] "0 1H#E %
21 I, % L % #

=}

Traffic halted: Wansdyke on Parade!

Several hundred Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers from augs Wansdyke gathered in
Keynsham Memorial Park on Sunday 28 April, and processed at 11.30 am to Wellsway
School, Chandag Road, Keynsham, led by ‘Samba Sulis’ arsba band from Bath.

A short multi-faith service was held in the school, during whidhnsmbers renewed their
promises, and awards for distinguished service were presertag@ecadult leaders by Neil Salter,
the Avon County Commissioner for Scouts.

(see pictures and thank-you letters on next page)



“May | thank you and all the Scouters who organised
and provided activities today. As a parent | appre-
ciate all the time everyone put into the event to
ensure a good day was had by all. My son had a
great time and could not stop telling us of all the fab
activities he had done today. With many thanks to all
concerned.”

“Just a quick note to say thank you to you and your
team for organising such a wonderful day for the
children today. My kids both had a really super time
and | spoke to several parents throughout the day
who were also very impressed with the event. Well
done to you all.”

Above The County Comissioner woders
whether they’ll let him have a go!

Early on a Sunday morning, 69 years ago, the’’IMidsomer Norton Scout Troop, together witf
their bicycles, assembled in the Town Square. The objeatas to cyle the six or so miles to tF
village of Oakhill and join the local Guides in a St. George's Day parade arsgrvice

By today's standard, they looked an untidy bunch, but in those was, yeaew Scout uniform w
difficult to obtain so it was often a case of making do with aorament of secontiand items (he
belt, garter tabs etc) scrounged from ex-Scouts.

During this period, the Troop could actually boast of having a Drumif& Band, thanks to tl
Scoutmaster (Mr Gwyther). He probably brought ittetruments from London when he moved
the district at the outbreak of the war. Despite being handicapitie@dnly one hand, he still cycl
and accompanied the Troop to Oakhill together with his son Brian also a ScoutbBimgna big la
but urfortunately with learning difficulties, played the big base drum @uade the journey on |
bicycle with the drum tied on his back!

Having successfully completed the journey, and despite one or twoyrds requiring conste
inflating and cycle chainsoming off for a pastime, the Troop reached the village and duly foug
behind the Band which had been appointed to lead the Parade.

Unfortunately (due no doubt to lack of rehearsals!), the fifesevidrowned out’ by the loud drt
beat from over enthiastic drummers (it was the Band’s first public engagement, after adludior
was called for and quickly found - the answewveryone who was not playing an instrument st
whistle in tune with the flutes! It worked - and as | recall, every oger@ily responded. The serv
concluded with a beautiful solo by a Guide who sang the tune populadagsvas the signat
adopted to introduce International Rugby on T.V. Clue: A heavenly body?2ed: that cuts me out!)
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submitted by
Janet Turner

The roundest knight at King Arthur's round table
was Sir Cumference. He acquired his size fron
too much pi.

| thought | saw an eye doctor on an Alaskarn
island, but it turned out to be an optical Aleutian.

She was only a whiskey maker, but he loved he
still.

A water pistol was confiscated from algebra clas
because it was a weapon of maths disruption.

The butcher backed into the bacon slicer and got
little behind in his work.

No matter how much you push the envelope, it'l
still be stationery.

A dog gave birth to puppies near the road and wa
cited for littering.

A grenade thrown into a kitchen in France would
result in Linoleum Blownapart.

Two silk worms had a race. They ended up in 3
tie.

Time flies like an arrow. Fruit flies like a banana.

A hole has been found in the nudist camf
wall. The police are looking into it.

Atheism is a non-prophet organisation.

Two hats were hanging on a hat rack in the
hallway. One hat said to the other, '"You stay here
I'll go on a head.’

| wondered why the football kept getting
bigger. Then it hit me.

A sign on the lawn at a drug rehab centre said
'‘Keep off the Grass.'

A small boy swallowed some coins and was take
to a hospital. When his grandmother telephonec
to ask how he was, a nurse said, 'No change yet.'

A chicken crossing the road is poultry in motion.

The short fortune-teller who escaped from prison
was a small medium at large.

The man who survived mustard gas and peppe
spray is now a seasoned veteran.

A backward poet writes inverse.

In democracy it's your vote that counts. In
feudalism it's your count that votes.
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The Great Spotted Dick Saga

| had the priviege to lead
several Cub Camps in my
younger days. Although the
camp programmes varied eacl
year in accordance with the
theme of the camp, the me
remained much the same,

then a solution came to me,
Each evening, after supper
before camp fire, the Cubs
enjoyed(?) a hot wash, the
water having been heated up i
a (spotlessly clean) galvaniseq
dustbin over a small ground
fire. So yours truly go up at
am on Friday morning t
prepare and light the dustbin
fire. Fortunately the woodpil
was well-stocked and dry.
about 11.30 am the 10 or
gallons of water boiled! |
went the spotted dick doug
carefully wrapped in puddin
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Cub Scouts representing Packs from across Wansdyk
gathered at Keynsham Scout Hall in March to test out
their entrepreneurial skills by taking part in the District
Monopoly Championship. The competition was over four
time-limited games, and the Cub with the highes
aggregate total was the winner. In first place with £8,59]
was Nathan from Keynsham Quantock Pack, the runner;
up was Felix from High Littleton with £8,483, and third
was James from Keynsham Chiltern Pack with £8,355.

George, a 9-year old Cub from High Littleton said afterwsa
that he was shocked to have been fined £20 by the bank
having been ‘drunk in charge’!

The organisers of the competition, father and son team J
and lan Roberts of 1st Keynsham Group said that the ¢
had been a great success: “It gives the Cubs the char
learn about how to manage money. Perhaps some of
will go on to become tomorrow's property tycoons.”

The Winners : Nathan, Felix and James
(Wansdyke’s answer to Kristian Digby, Ed Hall andrivh Roberts
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cloths with the customar

allowance for expansion.
1 pm out came the perfect pud

Sorted !

| the other
umerate".

| was talking to a teacher from my local high schoo
day. She said: "All the kids at my school are inn
So | told her: "Don't worry - they don't count !"
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Scouting in Wansdyke received some very welcome publicityn i February when
representatives of the District (Janet Turner & John Mancer) and 1st Radstock Group
(Roger Lewis) were invited to take part in the Communiy Day at Trinity Primary
School in Radstock. Together with representatives of locglolice, fire, and community
groups, the Scout reps were invited into the classrooms talk about their activities and
to answer questions from the children.

All the visitors were allocated year 6 hosts during sc
lunch (which included chips!) and afterwards, even
had the opportunity to tour tfeehool with their hosts a
watch an outside display by the Avon & Somerset
Service. They were then joined by others, inclu
representatives of local churches, the school's pos
swimming instructors, dinner ladies, and the town

Adrian Dando. Having filed out of the school by a b
door, they were asked to process in again via a red

which had been laid outside the main front entrance.
was bordered by all the staff and pupils, the latter hi
donned bow ties and hair bows,datihe visitors were ¢
cheered and clapped as 'local heroes' as they mad
way back into the school hall.

The assembly which followed included the awarding of 'Oscarsthiorbest community
groups. 1st Radstock won the prize for the best Scout Group in Raffstottie cynical, yes,
they are the only Scout Group in the town!).

It provided a great opportunity to tell youngsters about ScoutingreThere several
memorable moments, the funniest of which was when Janet Tureer agkoup of years 1 &
2 to guess how many members of the movement there were acrogerttie Stunned
silence, so the question was asked again, with a prompt to dhithe largest number they
could. One young child came back with the answer “77"!

* actually over 28,000,000

Janet proudly displays t
Winners Medal and Tropl
for the

‘Best Scout Group in Radsto
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Two television aerials met on a rooftop, fell in lo  ve and
decided to get married. On the big day, the ceremon y was
awful but the recepti on was excellent.




The Editor wishes all who will be
going on camps and expeditions
this summer the very best which
Scouting can offer. Have a great
time! Please send in your stories
and photos when you get back.
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The Scout Association announced in May that Edward C

known as“Bear Grylls”, was to be the tenth and youngest C

Scout of the United Kingdom and Overseas Territories. Scoh#e

adventure at its core and Bear is one of the UK’s great ot

adventurers. He is also a strong supporter of young people ¢

through his work with the international children’s charity, Gl

Angels. As Chief Scout, a position he will hold for five ye&sal

will be the volunteer leader of the largest embicational youl

movement in the country: Scouting has around half a million

members including some 90,000 adult leaders.

During his term, Bear aims to inspire more and more adults tmtesr for Scouting al
Is committed to reinforcing Scouting’s role as the providerdveaturebased activitie
for young people. Bear's commitment to massively increadmeg number of adt
leaders in the Scout Movement comes at a time when wéigisgo join Scout Grouj
across the UK remain at an all-time high: currently more tha®@083pung people agt
between 6 and 25 are waiting to join Scouting in the UK and 1,000 of #nese th:
Avon area. They’re waiting because the Scout movement needadwte&olunteers.
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As we all know, Scouting is an internatic
movement, and one of the delights of b
involved with it is that occasmally, one he
the opportunity to learn about the history
another country and to share some o
culture. So it was with pride and some de
of trepidation that your editor agreed to
with others at a recent Cub camp in Rads
to perform the worldamous Icelandic Lap|
Dance.

The dance itself dates back centuries anc
originally performed on the quayside
Rekjavik by fishermen returning from the ¢
They would tie up their boats, leap ashor
be greeted by their wives and girlfriendsyc
then immediately form a line, usually led
the captain, to perform the traditional riti
The dance itself is in several stages, eac
of steps symbolising a different aspeci
Icelandic culture. The purpose was to |
thanks for the fisherménsafe return and tl
fish harvest, but in the 1960s it was wic
regarded as a triumphal wdance t
celebrate the evasion of UK Fish
Protection vessels. Fortunately, internati
relations have improved somewhat since |
although the dance wadlegedly performe
outside an Icelandic bank at the start of
Credit Crunch.

Over the centuries, this dance has crc
international barriers in various forr
American line Dancing, and the Lamb
Walk which was popular in Victorian times
South London both owe their origins

Lappa, and the Tiller Girls spent some tim
Iceland learning some of the steps before
famous appearances on ‘Sunday Night a
London Palladium’ in the 60s and 7
European songwriters Hans Neise and Bjc
Sedhizi had some success in their attem
develop it into a more popular form in the
in the 1930s. Fortunately, the original de
survives today, having been passed on

generation to generation within Icelar
fishing families.

)

At the Radstock camp, our ‘ship’s captain’
DC, Janet Turner, who has made a study o
dance and is a renowned local expert. She

regular seminars and gives lectures on Lappa,
Is in demand across the UK. The Cubs, lea
and helpers at Radstock were treated to a

moving performance skilfully directed by Janet.

Above: Lappa Dance second
‘Captain’ Janet directing

Below: Lappa Dance third set
(the editor making a personal contribution to the camp fire!)
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Socrates was a famous Greek teacher who went around
giving people advice. They killed him. Socrates die  d from
an overdose of wedlock.

In the Olympic games, Greeks ran races, jumped, hur  led
the biscuits, and threw the java. The reward to the victor
was a coral wreath. The government of Athens was
democratic because people took the law into their o wn
hands. There were no wars in Greece, as the mountai ns
were so high that they couldn't climb over to see w hat
their neighbours were doing. When they fought with the
Persians, the Greeks were outnumbered because the
Persians had more men.
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As part of the fund-raising for their Africa Project, K eynsham Explorers, assied by
Network members completed a sponsored climb in Bath tgi centre early in June. The
target was to climb the height of Mount Kilimanjaro (19,430feet) in relays using th
mobile climbing tower supplied by VerticalXtreme. In fact the total height climbedduring
the day was 22,500 feet — well over the top!

They were raising money for their summer expedition, which u@goé tripto an impoverishe
part of Malawi, where they will be working to renovate schoolrgotreating a parent shelte
a clinic, teaching English, and organising sports events fddrehi Each of the fortfive
Explorer Scouts going on the trip has raiseslher own money to pay for the airfare, anc
Unit is currently fund-raising to finance the project-work they tdlundertaking.

The sponsored climb, supervi
by fully-qualified instructors frol
VerticalXtreme raised over £4(
bringing the current total talmos
£25,000. During the daynember
of the public were also invited
‘have a go’ in return for a donati
towards the project.

One of the Explorers, 17 yeald
Tom Lerpiniere commented: “l he
taken part in most of the fund
raising evets for the Malaw
project, but this has been the n
enjoyable and the most spectac
so far.”

Explorer Scout Leader lan Cal

said afterwards: “Despite the da ~ ©eneral Statistics UK Malawi
weather, we had a fantastic ¢ ZOpU'ali'lo? | Bigorgg'g” 12-2{;"8'0”
and Keynsham Explorers wol ross ationatincome ’
like to thank all those whmade i - &xpectancy 8 38

. . Infant Mortality (per 1,000) 5 103
possible, partlcularly Andre Adult Literacy rate 99% 6206
Cooper of Bath City Centr HIV rate 0.2% 14.2%
Management, the Bath Director Clean drinking water sources ~ 99% 67%

Tourism, the local Police, and
Scouts from Bath District wi
hosted the event. We also thank
members of the public wl
supported us and made donations”.
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The chief lakes of England are Ullswater,
Derwentwater, and Bayswater.

Habeas Corpus is what the people used to say to
the undertakers at the time of the Great Plague of
London in 1666. It means "You may have the
body."

No one knows whether, where, how, when, or why
Homer was born.

The chief clause in Magna Charta was one which
said that no one was to be punished without his
own consent.

Clive conducted the Indian Mutiny and brought it
to a successful conclusion.

A hexameter has six feet, a taximeter has five.

Queen Elizabeth's face was thin and pale, but she

was a stout Protestant.
It suddenly dawned on Tommy that

he should have paid more attentior] | Things which are equal to other things are equal
to Skip’s talk on pioneering. to one another.

Q: What do you know if three sides of a triangle

The Spring Crossword Competitign| &€ equal?

produced an overwhelming absence| g A: The other side must be equal also.

entries, forcing the editor's family 1 A thermometer is a short glass tube that regulates
consume the Easter Egg prize! Pleay ihe weather.

help out this time round by entering theg
competition on page 7. Chivalry is when you feel cold.

I % My back's killing me. I've strained
05 it. 1 was playing piggy-back with

my little boy, and | fell off.

The greatest writer of the Renaissance was
William Shakespeare. Shakespeare never made
much money and is only famous because of his

plays. He lived at Windsor with his merry wives, The Wansdyke Wag the quarterly newslette
writing tragedies, comedies and errors. In one of of Wansdyke District Scout Council
Shakespeare's famous plays, Hamlet rations out

his situation by relieving himself in a long .

soliloquy. Romeo and Juliet are an example of a Editor: John Mander

heroic couplet. Writing at the same time as 15 Charlton Park, Midsomer Norton BA3 4BN
Shakespeare was Miguel Cervantes. He wrote john@themanders.co.uk

Donkey Hote. The next great author was John

Milton. Milton wrote Paradise Lost. Then his wife Deadline for copy for the next issue:

died and he wrote Paradise Regained. 5th September 20!
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