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Saltford Cubs play a seasonal version of 'Sardines'

A group of 20 intrepid Cub Scouts, along with 5 leaders and seral parents enjoyeda night
hike from The Bird in Hand public house to the summitof Kelston Round Top on 7tt
February. The event was planned before the onset of snowutbafter assessing th
conditions, the leaders decided it was safe to go ahead.

Cub Scout Leader Kevin Rers said: "We had great fun snowballing, making snow angel
enjoying the spectacular views of the two Severn Crossings aMidah® communtations towe
from the summit. I'm not too sure who were the most exhausteldebgnid of the evening the
Cubs, their parents, or the leaders, but we were all pleased todjetobaur Scout Hall for
welcome hot chocolate drink."



After nearly 20 years, the new building project originally sarted by 2" Paulton Scou
Group in the early 1990s and then continued in association wit1*' Paulton Guides ant
2" Paulton Brownies, is a big step nearer completion.

It has taken many years to raise the £107,0@@lex to replace the former concrete b
hut, and news broke during February that their application for a £32,000 grantHt
Scout Association, one of only 10 available throughout the UK, had beeessfidcan
would enable the project to be compteteGroup treasurer, George Batchelar, whao
spearheaded the fumdising effort said: "The long, hard task of raising the money hex
greatly helped by generous donations from many individuals andiebarite provision c
a new Hall for the community will accommodate a wide rangectiviies and will be a
asset to the Group financially, as well as organisationally, atidog a natural aid f
recruiting young members and adult leac"
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Wansdyke District Diary Dates 2009

MARCH

APRIL

MAY

JUNE
JULY

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

7th

16"
25"

18"
26"

14N
18"
27"

120 — 14"

15th
23¢

2nd

12"
16"
19"
2 1Sl

10th
12"

1 1th
18"
2 1SI
25"
28th

District Cub Monopoly Competition
(Keynsham)

District Cub Leaders (Radstock)

District Executive (Radstock)

District Team Meeting
St Georges Day (Keynsham)

District Cub Leaders
GSLs Meeting (Radstock)
District Executive (pre AGM meeting

District Cub Camp

District AGM
District Cub Leaders
(High Littleton)

GSLs Meeting

Sixers and Seconders Day
District Executive

One Night Stand

District Team (Radstock)

District Social Event
District Cub Leaders (Rastock)

GSLs Meeting

District Executive

District Cub Outing

District Team Meeting

District Cub Handicraft (Radstock)

Dates of Beaver and Scout Section Meetings are te hdvised as ar
times and venues. Training dates have already beeirculated.

Cubs find evidence that
Baloo had arrived early
to unlock the Scout Hall

Throughout
my married
life, my wife
has always
stood by my
side. She
had to. We
only have
one chair.

CHIEF SCOUT'S 50-YEAR LONG SERVICE DECORATION:

5-YEAR SERVICE CERTIFICATE:
Penny Sullivan District Treasurer, Wansdyke

20-YEAR SERVICE CERTIFICATE:
Neil Harrington AESL, Saxon Explorer Unit

Derek Bayliss District Nights Away Adviser, Wansdyke

Jack Robins District Explorer Scout Administrator, Wansdyke

Paul Bodman ASL, 1st Keynsham 'Frome'

Adelle Rahn ASL, 1st Saltford




0)*

Derek Bayliss and Jack Robins, two of Wansdyke's stalwart menalos, have each been
awarded the Chief Scout's Long Service Decoration recognigirb0 years' service to the
movement. Your editor caught up with them for a quick chat.

Left: Derek at Windsor aft
having been awarded the Ba
the Silver Acorn. April 1997

Right: Jack at Windsor aft
having been awarded
Silver Wol. April 200¢€

Derek is currently Wansdyke Nights = Jack is currently Wansdyke Explorer
Away Adviser and the District Legal | Scout Administrator and a member of the
and Charity Adviser. Avon Activities Team.

Ed: "Congratulations to you both. You must be very proud to have been associathd|wit
Scouting for so many years."

Derek: | have had the privilege in both Jack: It has been a real pleasure to work
London and Wansdyke to have worked with with young people

so many dedicated and enthusiastic Leadersover the years and N

and Lay Officials. Some of the former help and guide the
Cubs and Scouts of 50 years ago remain mythrough their Scou-
friends to this day one of whom | was proud ting life as it change
to recommend to be my successor as Dcand agusts to mor /\ v
when | moved to Saltford. modern idea

Ed: "What are your earliest memories of Scouting?"

Derek: Going to my first Wolf Cub meeting Jack: My earliest memories date back to my
when | was 8 ar first year as a Wolf Cub. Our Pack meeting

»

returning home cryir
becaus | did not like
Akela. | went to joil
the Boys Brigade !!!

Ed: Derek, allegedly wi
hair, but skilfully coneale
under the beret. a you
ADC in 1968. By this tin
he had realised the error
his ways in not having be
a Cub or Scout!

was held on a Saturday afternoon when we
would meet outside the hall for Akela to con
When we saw her appear in the distance we
would rush along the road to greet her (no cars
on the roads in 1942). On one occasion | was
knocked off the pavement and fell down an
area in front of a house because the usual iron
railings had been removed to help the war
effort (no Health and Safety Rules in those
days). And | still have the scar on my leg as
proof of the accident.

Ed: "How did you first get involved as a leader?"

Derek: | was headhunted from the Boys Jack: | had been a Cub, a Scout, a Senior
Brigade and became a Cub Instructor with 5¢out and a Rover and had really enjoyed the

gﬁ 15?%'“2823"‘0233’?”5“% tggr;'gt R:FIF(; companionship so much that | suppose it was

Cyprus. | returned to the Group after demob @ Natural progression for me, which I have
in 1956 and received my first Asst Cub- never regretted taking.
master warrant on 22nd February 1957.

Continued on next page



Ed: "You must have a wealth of Scouting stories to tell during your 50 yeaesVice.
Are there any you would like to share with readersTdfe Wansdyke Way?"

Derek: Mid 1960's | was helping the Jack: My first Scout camp was held at
Group collect jumble using a greengrocer's Ruckinge just outside of Bexhill. We were
vending barrow. "Hold on a minute we have driven to camp on the back of an open topped
something for you.” Loud noises and shou- coal lorry sitting ondtoplz of all the camp gear.

: P : We set up camp and after tea time, a storm set
ting from inside. Oh No! A very large piano

began o appear from upstai%s ¢ lomat 4N which in the night flooded the whole field.

overweiaht men were struaaling to navigate We had to retreat in the dark by the light of
ght mer struggiing gal paraffin lanterns to a barn where we spent the
round the winding staircase. My SM (SL to

-7 rest of the night trying to sleep in the straw. In
you newcomers) was next seen running the morning it was very funny to see the Rover
down the road with the barrow, closely Scouts in their pyjamas punting around the
followed by his helping Scouts leaving me, flooded field on camp kitchen table tops using
the GSM (GSL) to ‘face the music’. “But Scout staves.

S!r ..... " “Alright we are nearly there” “But A camp fire memory:- Back in 1960 we went
Sir’, etc., etc. The lady of the house then 55 5 Rover Crew to a Rover Moot at Dover.
appeared. It was she who had the jumble, aye had made a totem pole as part of a
couple of woolly jumpers. The piano was competition and carried it wrapped in an old
being moved to the neighbour’s house.!! flag with us onto the train. We were givien
Torrential rain arrived after a St George’s some strange looks, | can t?” you. As this.pole
. was over 8 feet long and 9 inches square it was
Day Service, so | agreed to a request thatquite heavy. It had been carved to show the
the March Past be cancelled. As DC | Was nigiory of our Rover Crew up to that time. On
entertaining a number of dignitaries, inclu- 5rrival at Dover we carried our gear and the
ding the Mayor, in the Church Hall where totem pole up the hill to a site overlooking the
tea and cakes were being serv castle. There were over 400 of us there and
Unbeknown to me the ADC (Senior Scouts) when we sat around the camp fire later on, the
had decided that the appalling weather sound of those 400 voices echoing over |the
would not prevent his Section, together with castle will remain with me for ever. At the end
the Scout Band, from marching. The Of that camp all our effort was rewardzd
because we won a certificate for the best made

Mayor, upon hearing the approachin
Y P g PP 0 totem pole.

music, picked up his plate and went to the
exit. He took the salute with plate in one A more recent event for me to remember is

hand whilst waving a cream doughnut in the When my wife and | were invited to a dinner in

other. London where we sat at the same table and had
Ed: Derek's stor lunch with the Chief Scout (Peter Duncan) and
is proof that tak- Lord Baden-Powell. The conversation was
ing the salute at extremely interesting, | can tell you !
St George's De
parade is just . Ed: You have obviously been sworn to secrecy, or
piece of cake may we expect to read all the 'goss' in your mess@il

Ed: "Thank you both for your contributions, and once again
many conaritulations from all your friends in Wansdvke!

*k%k

* * *

The following are extracts from history essays:
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The District has recently established a Media Team who iiwwork with Groups and
Units to promote Scouting in their areas and in Wansdyke geerally. We are few in
number and would welcome additional Scout/Explorer or Leademembers aged 14 to
25 to help us.

What we do: Form contacts with Groups and Units and arrange for aines, or a
professional reporter to cover any special events, pakéos, write press releases, establish
links with local press and radio, and organise appropmatdia coverag&an we help you?

Who we are:
John Tom Elly
+ |l 1
Name¢  John Mander Name Tomas Name Elanor (Elly)
Age Ancient, bordering on the Age 17 Age 15
pre-historic Occupation: Occupation:
Occupation: Student Student
Rgtired from the printing Key person at Pizza Hut Current Scouting role:
industry Current Scouting role: Explorer Scout
Current Scouting role: Explorer Scout (KESU) (Saxon ESU)
District Secretary Likes: Badminton Likes: Shopping
Likes: France Being immature Sleeping
Learning about life Dislikes Sisters Photography
T f;lom rlny offsngg. Microsoft XP Dislikes Sunday morning
rifle (almost an addiction) Pizza Hut managers paper rounds
Dislikes Procrastinatioriook it up Hobbies outside Scoutir Revision
Y“ Sﬁmetime!) Badminton Bad spellling
oghurt
) g . ) Computing Hobbies outside Scoutir
Hobbies outside Scoutir Girlfriend Playing clarinet and
Plalylng_ ar|1d listening to Listening to Queen keyboard
classical organ music . Looking after dog,
Crosswords Fave TV Progs hamster, rabbits and
Trains Top Gear cats
SpongeBob SquarePants
Fave TV Progs Fave TV Progs
Not Going Out Hollyoaks
Time Team Shipwrecked
Countdown Friends
Top Gear Top Gear




Radstock members performing the Hokey Cokey ('left arm in’)
to celebrate the new windows at their

Members of 1st Radstock Scout Group are celebratinghe
installation of new doubleglazed windows in their Scout Ha
in Wells Hill. Although the building is less than 2 years old
the original woodenframed windows had rotted and ha«
become unsafe.

Thanks to a GrassRoots grant from Quartet Comrn
Foundation,the glazing work, together with new guttering,
completed by local company Radstock Home Impmusmts jus
before last Christmas. The Group anticipates loweating bill:
and fewer cold draughts as a result of the workGrour
spokesman said : "We eamost grateful to Quartet Commui
Foundation and The Sperring Charity for their gensrhelp wit|
this project which was supplemented by our own fuaising
efforts.'

Man's Best Friend

A large dog walks into a butcher shop, carrying a purse in its mouth.
He puts the purse down and sits in front of the counter.

"What is it, boy?" the butcher asks. "Want to buy some meat?"
"Woof!" barks the dog.

"What kind?" says the butcher. "Liver, bacon, steak...?"
"Woof!" interrupts the dog.

"And how much steak? Half a pound, one pound...?"

"Woof!" signals the dog.

The amazed butcher weighs and wraps up the meat and finds the
money in the dog's purse. As the dog leaves, the butcher decides to
follow. The dog enters a block of flats, climbs to the third floor, and
begins scratching at a door.

With that, the door swings open and an angry man starts shouting
at the dog.

"Stop!" yells the butcher. "He's the most intelligent animal I've ever
seen!"

"Intelligent?" counters the man. "This is the third time this week he's
forgotten his key!"

*

At a Cub Camp at whi
| was a leader, all tl
adults were amazed
the effciency of on
particular Six.

The blue Six \ere
always first out of the
tents when the 07!
curfew passed: first
clear up after breditst
first to be ready fc
morning inspection, ai
always seemed to fil
plenty of time to pla

football in camp kit
How could this be?
Simple. When the

went to bed the Six
(the son of the Grot
Chairman!) made h
Six go to bed in fu
Cub uniform with .
layer of activity dres
on top, followed b
pyjamas. In the mer
ning, they peeled off tl
layers one by one to g
valuable football time.

Creatve thinking b
the Sixer, discovert
on the third mornin
by a diligent Akela!

| slept
like a log
last

night. |
woke up
in the
fireplace !




The Annual Census taken on 31st January 2009 showed a healthy gth in numbers
across Wansdyke District. There were membership increasem all the Group
Sections and in Explorer Scouts.

For the number crunchers, statisticians and other anorakamong our readers, the
figures are as follows:

5.30% increase

7.11%increase

4.23% increase

~ Mrs. Robert A. Taff

1.70% increase

1.30%increase

A delighted District Commissioner, Janet Turner, commengd that the numbers in
Wansdyke reflect the increasing popularity and relevance ofc®uting throughout the
UK, and the dedication of its volunteer leaders and lay suppters. She said: "The
growth of Scouting is limited only by the number of adultsvho come forward to help.
Many of today's adults will remember the fun and adventurethey had when they
were Scouts and Guides, and we need them to pass on th&hills and experience to
today's young people as leaders, or help Scouting in a lay capacity."

Author Unknown




GORDON TARRANT
30" October 1927- 11 January 2009

The District mourns the loss of one of its most loyal andong-serving
supporters, Gordon Tarrant. Wansdyke's Explorer Scout Commisioner, lan
Carter, has written this tribute, supplemented by information from the family:

At the age of 9 Gordon spea week at Barton Camp on the Mendips where chi
whose fathers were unemployed could have a holidits—of outdoor activitie
hammocks in spartan bunkhouses. Gordon loved it. Then came Scouts whicl
up a whole new world for him, he wouldtef cycle with his Troop or just frier
from Bristol to the Mendips or Cotswolds.

Gordon married Audrey in January 1952 and lived in a flat in Redlaraldambe
of years and had their first child Jane in 1953. By this time @vohéd joined Fry
in Keynsham. Two more children joined the happy home: David in 195
Jonathan in 1962, and this led to his association Witkeynsham Scouts

Gordon and Audrey devoted their lives to supporting the children and tles
group of friends and family thrgin he usual course of life, loss, school, jobs
more besides with kindness, selflessness and humour. Gordon continbe
heavily involved in rugby +nitially with Fry’'s, subsequently with Keynsham wh
he served on the committee for many yearsasa ensuring he would go and cf
Bristol on whenever there was a midweek game. He was aswveanor at Cast
School, had a well tended allotment, a passion for growing roses andgheiy
with the local Scouts at every opportunity.

The words of his son Jahsums up his passion for Scouts: “Dad always put
into Keynsham Scoutswaste paper on the first Saturday of the month for yeal
years, maintenance at the hut, raising money for extensions andhtharev
building. He loved the Father and Son Camphicken in foil, milk straight froi
Farmer Blacker’'s cows, plaster casts of feet etc., evenvifalsehopeless at natef
cricket. He also held Group posts, serving at times on various caasitvhen 1
Keynsham Group bought Chelwood rad planted one tree for every year
three of us had been in the Scouts”... and they are still growing today.

Gordon expanded his support to Scouting in Wansdyke when he becamet
Chairman, and there are many Scouters around today who will neogbresiding
over their interview for a warrant, asking excellent questions emmburagin
applicants to enjoy themselves and have fun.

Gordon retired early from Fry’'s in the mid 1980’s and threw himsgdf a broa
range of activities. However, even retirement he continued to support I
Scouting. Audrey died in February 2000, after a brave but arduous &gdiles
cancer. Gordon had nursed her, encouraged her and comforted her saifles
the previous two years.

Gordon displayed a level @¢aith, love and dedication that was admired by all.
life well lived.
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Three members of the Saxon Explorer Scout Unit had theifirst taste of
media broadcasting in February at Somer Valley Radio 97.5 FM, khen the)
were invited to take part in the Drive Time progremme between 4 and 5 pr
hosted by Dom Chambers.

They were interviewed about modetay Scouting, and about their own Ul
actiities, and spoke of the adventure and challenge of Explorer Scouting al
details of Saxon's weekend hillwalking expedition in South Wales wirshplan
ned for the following weekend..

Saxons' assistant leader, Neil Harrington, said: "This has beemderful oppor
tunity to tell the public about what we do in Explorers, and it has gesat for th
youncsters to sedhow a community radio station operates. We hope the
Scouting link we have made will continue in the future.”

Elly JohnsTurner, one of the Explorers and a member of the District Medien,
said afterwards: "It was a bit scary at first talking o Iradio, but Dom did h
best to make us feel relaxed, and we had time to recover our complosung th
musical interludes. The whole experience was great fun."

Broadcasting online and on 97.5, Somer Valley FM is the community radiog
the people of Norton Radstock and surming areas from Paulton to Peased
St John.

Neil,
Elly,
Chew
anc
Beth
with
Donr
at
Some
Valley
FM



"Which of us is going to tell him we've
only brought a two-person tent?"

I went to the
doctor's with a
jelly stuck in one
ear and custard in
the other. The
doctor asked: "What
seems to be the
problem?" | said:

"You'll have to
speak up, I'm a
trifle deaf."”

* O *
1
A naughty-but-nice Easter Egg is offere
to the sender of the first correct solutiol
drawn on Saturday 6th April. Entries by
post to the editor, at the address bottot
right. Don't forget to include your name.
address and ‘phone number.

CLUES ACROSS

2. Container in the orient forms knot (7)
7. Marie Antoinette's food suggestion (4)
8. Staffordshire vegetable? (4)

9. Invisible, but Porgy had plenty of it (7)

10. Little Edward both ways makes for agreement (4)

12. Touch for backward brass instrument (4)
15. Rats around the Russian king (4)

17. Rainbow membership qualifier (4)

19. Solidly consumes (4)

22.
24,
26.
28.

29

30.
31.

18th century Alexander was never one! (4)
Care about the land measure (4)

Morning publicity turn cost him a rib (4)

Brief victory and assign over to the bank (7)

. The Queen thus gets her notepaper (1, 1, 1, 1)
Ending sounds like a little story (4)

Tuesday dish precedes fast (7)

CLUES DOWN

1

OOk wWN

10.

11

13.
14.

. What occurs when human resources initially

removed from dad (4)

. You might anchor your sheet with these (5)
. George Frederick's liquid music (5)

. In charge of the mixed spirit on top (5)

. Stirring lager produced hope and glory (5)

. Sounds like Miss Peep is a dandy (4)

Ideal mixer in the kitchen (5)

. Sleep inducing the airwaves (5)

Remove liquid from incapable editor (5)
Jack's pole made from Norman mound (5)

16. Creature becomes inflexible if added to 26 ac.

18. The bride says 'yes' (1, 2)

20. Slave writer who adds nothing to mixed prim&&s
21. Evens might turn out lucky for some (5)

22. Large mammal also intervenes in public addf®ss
25. Letter current for outdoor Scouting (4)

27. Tarmac ideally contains something corrosiv:

15th June 20(

The Wansdyke W is the quarterly newsleti
of Wansdyke District Scout Council

Editor: John Mander
15 Charlton Park, Midsomer Norton BA3 4BN
john@themanders.co.uk

Deadline for copy for the next issue:




